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EEPOET. 


Death  rate. 


Zymotic  death 
rate. 


Birth  rate. 


I have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1896. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  is  389.  The  deaths 
outside  the  district  of  persons  belonging  thereto  are  respectively 
15  in  the  Workhouse  and  12  in  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  which 
must  be  added,  while  44,  which  have  occurred  in  the  County 
Asylum  at  Fulbourn  of  persons  belonging  to  other  parts  of 
the  County,  must  be  subtracted.  The  corrected  number  is 
322,  equal  to  a death  rate  from  all  diseases  of  13*6  per  thousand 
living  per  annum.  The  rate  of  the  previous  year  was  15*1,  and 
that  of  1894  14*0.  There  have  been  19  deaths  in  the  group  of 
zymotic  disease,  equal  to  a death  rate  from  these  diseases  of  0*8 
per  thousand,  viz. : from  Diphtheria  3,  Whooping  Cough  10^ 
Diarrhoea  3,  Scarlatina  2,  Membranous  Croup  1.  There  have 
also  occurred  17  deaths  due  to  Influenza.  The  number  of  births 
registered  is  579,  equal  to  a birth  rate  of  24*1  per  thousand  per 
annum.  The  ratio  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  to  1000 
registered  births  is  110. 

After  assigning  to  each  of  the  sub-districts  its  share  of  the 
deaths  in  the  above  three  public  institutions,  as  per  subjoined 
table,  the  vital  statistics  are  respectively: — Willingham,  general 
death  rate  13*3,  zymotic  death  rate  0*64,  birth  rate  26*2  ; Shelford, 
general  death  rate  14*5,  zymotic  death  rate  1*5,  birth  rate  22*2 ; 
Fulbourn,  general  death  rate  13*6,  zymotic  death  rate  0*13,  birth 
rate  26*2. 
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Sub-District. 

Registered 

Deaths. 

Adden- 

brooke’s 

Hospital. 

Work- 

house- 

County 

Asylum. 

Total. 

Death 

Rate. 

Willingham  ... 

117 

3 

3 

1 

124 

13-3 

Fulhourn 

80 

3 

5 

1 

89 

13-6 

Shelf  ord 

96 

6 

7 

• • • 

109 

14-5 

Entire  District 

293 

12 

15  ' 

2 

322 

13-6 

There  is  a slight  decrease  of  mortality  over  that  of  the  previous 
year,  and  an  examination  of  the  rates  for  each  sub-district  shows 
this  decrease  to  be  fairly  evenly  distributed.  In  examining  the 
age-periods,  it  appears  the  saving  of  life  occurred  in  the  Willing- 
ham sub-district  at  the  age-period  of  65  and  upwards.  There  is 
a very  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Phthisis, 
especially  in  the  Fulbourn  sub-district,  where  the  death  rate  from 
this  disease  is  1'8,  and  therefore  slightly  above  the  all  England 
average  of  1*5. 

Death  rate  among  persons  between  one  year  and  60  = 6’6. 

Death  rate  among  persons  aged  60  years  and  upwards  = 52*3. 


DISEASE  INCIDENCE. 

The  district  has  happily  for  a second  year  in  succession  escaped 
the  importation  of  Small  Pox. 

In  regard  to  scarlatinal  incidence,  it  appears  that  six  cases 
have  been  notified  in  the  Willingham  sub-district,  viz.  two  at 
Willingham,  one  at  Longstanton,  one  at  Cottenham,  and  two  at 
Waterbeach.  The  inception  of  the  disease  could  not  be  satis- 
factorily traced,  but  there  is  scarcely  a doubt  in  regard  to 
Cottenham  that  the  disease  had  been  lingering  in  a mild  and 
unrecognized  form. 

School-exclusion,  isolation  at  home,  and  disinfection  have  been 
the  measures  of  precaution  adopted,  and  proved  sufficient. 


Disease 
Incidence. 
Small  Pox. 


Scarlet  Fever. 
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The  infection  of  the  household  at  Longstanton  would  appear 
to  have  been  introduced  from  Cambridge.  A pupil  teacher  of 
Willingham  School,  who  lived  in  the  house,  was  moved  with  due 
precautions  to  other  lodgings. 

Ten  cases  of  Scarlatina  have  been  notified  in  the  Fulbourn 
Sub-District. 

A solitary  case  occurred  at  Hartington  Grove,  Cherryhinton,  in 
J uly,  probably  imported  from  Cambridge.  Three  other  cases  in  one 
household  occurred  in  the  same  locality  at  the  end  of  November ; 
in  this  instance  the  date  of  onset  of  the  primary  case  pointed 
to  introduction  of  the  infection  from  Tottenham.  A third  case 
occurred  at  a distant  part  of  the  parish  in  September.  Two  cases 
in  one  household  at  Horningsea  were  notified  at  the  end  of 
October.  The  infection  in  this  instance  was  clearly  introduced 
from  Stoke,  a village  near  Clare  in  Essex,  by  a young  domestic, 
who  had  come  home  ill  of  what  was  at  the  time  regarded  as 
Measles;  she  stated  that  this  disease  had  been  epidemic  at  Stoke. 
Further  development  of  the  girl’s  case  and  the  symptoms  of  the 
subsequent  case  in  the  household  left  no  doubt  as  to  the  true 
nature  of  the  disease.  Three  cases  in  one  household  at  Fen 
Ditton  were  notified  near  the  end  of  October.  The  notifica- 
tion was  dated  October  25,  but  did  not  reach  me  till  the 
evening  of  October  29.  On  visiting  the  house,  it  appeared  that  the 
cases  had  been  under  medical  attendance  since  October  7,  and  the 
patients  were  in  a state  of  desquamation;  milk  was  being  pur- 
veyed by  the  occupier;  the  delay  in  notification  is  most  repre- 
hensible, and  in  the  particular  case  of  milk  distribution  most 
dangerous.  On  representing  these  considerations  to  the  Medical 
Attendant,  he  pleaded  ignorance  of  the  fact  of  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Notification  Act  being  in  force  in  the  district. 

Twelve  cases  of  Scarlatina  have  been  notified  in  the  Shelford 
sub-district.  One  case  notified  at  Grantchester  in  January  belongs 
to  a series  of  cases  dealt  with  in  last  year’s  report.  At  Barton 
one  case  was  notified  in  a household  where  the  washing  of  one 
family  in  the  village  was  done.  Except  a visit  to  Cambridge  there 
appeared  no  source  of  infection ; the  washing  was  intermitted. 
During  June  five  cases  in  one  household  were  notified ; no  source 
of  infection  could  be  traced.  At  Trumpington  three  cases  (one 
fatal)  in  two  households  occurred  in  April ; two  of  the  cases  were 
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on  private  intimation  visited  on  April  22,  and  found  to  be  well 
marked,  but  the  notifications  thereof  were  not  sent  till  April  28 — 
such  delay  in  notifying  renders  the  provisions  of  the  statute 
entirely  nugatory.  There  was  some  evidence  that  the  disease  had 
been  introduced  from  the  Park  Street  School,  Cambridge.  The 
third  case  was  in  another  part  of  the  village,  and  had  no  con- 
nexion with  the  others.  At  Harston  one  case  occurred  in  July. 
The  source  of  infection  could  not  be  traced. 

In  the  Willingham  sub-district  ten  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred, 
one  of  them  fatal.  Eight  of  the  number  were  at  Cottenham, 
where,  as  I have  said  in  previous  reports,  throat  illness,  having  more 
or  less  a marked  diphtheritic  character,  is  repeatedly  occurring. 
Inspections  revealed  bad  sanitary  conditions,  so  numerous  in  this 
village.  Two  cases  which  could  not  be  accounted  for  occurred  in 
one  household  at  Willingham. 

The  disease  has  been  entirely  absent  from  the  Fulbourn  sub- 
district. Nine  cases  have  occurred  in  the  Shelford  sub-district; 
eight  of  these  were  with  little  doubt  interdependent,  and  appeared 
in  four  different  villages,  viz. : Great  Shelford,  Little  Shelford, 
Stapleford,  and  Newton.  The  earliest  case  notified,  January  3, 
was  that  of  a miller’s  daughter,  who  attended  the  National  School, 
Great  Shelford.  The  house  was  in  an  isolated  position,  and  the 
usual  precautionary  measures  were  adopted,  and  inquiries  made, 
but  without  eliciting  the  existence  of  another  case  at  the  school 
or  elsewhere.  The  second  household  assailed  was  a public-house 
at  the  neighbouring  village  of  Little  Shelford,  and  the  notification 
dated  January  21.  Inquiry  elicited  that  the  patient  was  a member 
of  the  same  school  class  as  the  former,  while  a third  case  was 
notified  on  January  27  of  another  class-mate  living  at  the  village 
of  Newton.  There  thus  appeared  to  be  some  common  cause  opera- 
ting at  the  school,  and  further  inquiry  was  instituted.  Eventually 
a connecting  link  was  apparently  discovered  in  a case  where 
medical  aid  had  not  been  sought  till  a late  period  of  the  illness. 
The  fifth  household  assailed,  at  the  fourth  village  (Stapleford), 
appeared  to  be  associated  with  the  earliest  case  by  another  channel, 
viz.  the  mill,  where  two  fellow-workmen,  and  two  children  of  one 
of  these,  were  found  on  investigation  to  have  been  suffering  from 
sore  throat,  but  of  so  slight  a character  as  not  to  have  required 


Diplitheria. 
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Typhoid  Fever 


Water  Supply. 


medical  attendance.  The  two  remaining  cases  were  secondary  in 
affected  households.  One  case  at  Comberton  (February  24)  could 
not  be  traced  to  any  source  of  infection.  One  fatal  case  at  a 
cottage  next  the  railway  station  at  Harston  may  be  attributable 
to  consignments  of  London  manure.” 

No  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  have  been  notified  in  the  Willing- 
ham sub-district,  and  only  five  in  the  rest  of  the  Council’s  area. 
One  case  occurred  at  New  Cherry liinton,  and  one  at  E^ul bourn 
Asylum,  neither  of  which  could  be  satisfactorily  accounted  for; 
and  three  in  the  Shelford  sub-district,  viz.  two  at  Little  Shelford 
and  one  at  Trumpington.  At  the  former  place  the  first  case, 
which  was  imported  early  in  the  year,  was  at  first  thought  to  be 
one  of  Influenza,  but  typhoid  symptoms  subsequently  became 
marked,  and  the  patient  was  moved  into  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital, 
Cambridge.  The  second  case  occurred  in  the  autumn  in  another 
household,  and  could  not  be  satisfactorily  accounted  for;  the 
domestic  water  supply  was,  however,  found  to  be  polluted.  The 
case  at  Trumpington  occurred  in  August  in  one  of  a group  of 
houses  where  the  disease  has  reappeared  from  time  to  time. 


WATEH  SUPPLY. 

With  regard  to  the  water  supply  to  Cottenham  and  Willingham, 
I can  only  make  the  same  remarks  as  I have  been  making  since 
1888.  The  last  piece  of  evidence  with  regard  to  Willingham  is 
that  a sample  has  been  taken  from  the  well  at  the  Board  Schools 
and  found  to  be  seriously  polluted.  There  is  one  satisfactory 
circumstance  with  regard  to  water  supply  to  record,  that  is  at 
Church  End,  Cherryhinton,  mentioned  in  my  last  year’s  Report, 
where,  after  five  samples  had  been  submitted  for  analysis,  and 
all,  except  one  from  a deep  well  on  private  property,  had  been 
found  to  be  polluted,  the  Authority  entered  into  an  agreement 
with  the  Cambridge  Waterworks  Company,  to  supply  houses 
from  a standpipe  on  the  village  green.  In  the  villages  where 
the  Cambridge  Water  Company’s  mains  extend,  viz.  Histon, 
Fulbourn,  and  Impington,  and  therefore  an  unpolluted  supply  is 
available,  this  course  has  in  several  instances  been  substituted  for 
that  of  several  polluted  wells.  Samples  have  also  been  taken  and 
all  found  to  be  polluted  from  Fen  Litton,  Ilaslingfield,  Harlton, 


Landbeach,  Barton ; in  some  instances  new  wells  have  been  made, 
and  in  the  remainder,  other  wells  have  been  resorted  to  for  primary 
use  as  a temporary  expedient.  Samples  from  Barton,  Coton,  Tever- 
sham,  Trumpington,  and  Quy  were  found  to  be  of  good  quality. 
With  regard  to  Teversham  the  supply  was  obtained  through  the 
enterprise  of  a private  person. 

At  Fen  Ditton,  Fulbourn,  and  Impington  new  wells  have  been 
made. 

Water  certificates  under  Sec.  6 Public  Health  (Water)  Act, 
1878,  have  been  granted  for  four  houses  at  Histon,  five  houses  at 
Great  Shelford,  and  three  houses  at  Trumpington. 

Water  has  been  laid  on  from  the  Cambridge  Company’s  main 
to  four  houses  at  Histon,  five  houses  at  Great  Shelford,  and  three 
houses  at  Trumpington. 


DU  AIN  AGE. 

The  question  of  the  drainage  of  Landbeach  has  again  received 
the  attention  of  the  Authority. 

The  question  of  drainage  of  the  new  building  estate  at  Cherry- 
hinton  has  been  the  subject  of  correspondence  between  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  the  District  Council,  and  now,  at  the 
request  of  the  Parish  Council,  the  District  Council  has  recently 
appointed  an  engineer  to  devise  a scheme  of  drainage  for  their 
consideration.  The  drain  along  Cherryhinton  Load  has  been 
extended,  and  the  overflow  drain  from  cesspool  to  houses  in 
Bathmore  Terrace  has  been  disconnected  from  ditch,  and  cesspools 
have  been  made  to  each  house  in  this  terrace.  It  will  be  in  the 
recollection  of  the  Council  that  at  the  time  it  was  proposed  to 
include  this  part  of  Cherryhinton  in  the  sewerage  scheme  for 
Cambridge,  I ventured  to  predict  that  a serious  drainage  question 
would  loom  up  in  the  near  future.  The  establishment  of  a large 
cesspool  area  is  a matter  of  serious  consideration  for  the  Authority. 

Small  improvements  of  drainage  have  been  accomplished  in  the 
district  during  the  year.  I seriously  hope  that  my  remarks  of  past 
years  with  regard  to  the  drainage  of  Cottenham  and  Willingham 


Drainage. 
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will  not  be  allowed  to  pass  unnoticed.  In  default  of  a good  system 
of  drainage  for  these  and  other  populous  parishes  in  the  district, 
I venture  to  revive  for  the  consideration  of  the  Council,  my 
proposal  of  several  years  ago  to  establish  systems  of  efficient 
scavengering. 

With  regard  to  Newnham  Croft  and  parts  adjacent  in  the 
village  of  Grantchester,  circumstances  have  unfortunately  arisen 
which  have  arrested  for  the  present  the  scheme  of  drainage  which 
had  been  agreed  upon  for  sewering  this  district  in  connexion  with 
the  completed  Cambridge  Sewerage  Scheme.  The  drainage  needs 
of  this  area  are,  as  is  well  known  to  the  Council,  very  urgent ; as 
a palliative  measure  the  area  of  the  scavengers  contract  has  been 
extended.  This  measure  gives  some  relief  for  the  disposal  of  the 
house  refuse,  but  does  not  cure  the  serious  dangerous  evil  caused 
by  the  numerous  cesspools. 

Parish  drains  have  been  cleared  under  the  direction  of  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  at  Harston,  Histon,  Willingham,  and 
Cottenham. 


UNHEALTHY  DWELLINGS. 

Unhealthy  Decisive  steps  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act 

Dwellings,  been  taken  with  regard  to  a dilapidated  house  at  Hampton. 

A similar  case  at  Cottenham  was  reported  by  me,  and  the 
nuisance  was  temporarily  abated  by  the  removal  of  the  tenant  to 
the  Union  Workhouse;  subsequently  the  premises  became  re- 
occupied and  therefore  may  require  further  action  on  the  part  of 
the  Council. 

A dilapidated  house  at  Fen  Ditton  was  reported  and  has  been 
voluntarily  closed. 


OVERCROWDING. 

At  Fulbourn  one  case  has  been  reported  and  satisfactorily 
abated  by  the  removal  of  the  family. 

At  Horningsea  one  case  has  been  reported  and  still  remains 
unabated  owing  to  the  difficulty  experienced  by  the  occupiers  in 
finding  other  accommodation. 


At  Waterbeach  two  cases  have  been  reported,  one  has  been 
satisfactorily  abated  by  the  removal  of  the  family,  and  the  other 
by  the  removal  of  some  members  of  the  family. 

The  cases  at  Cottenham  still  remain  unabated  owing  to  the 
difficulty  experienced  by  the  respective  families  in  finding  other 
accommodation. 

All  the  above  remarks,  together  with  the  tables  of  vital 
statistics  and  of  the  Inspector’s  work,  I respectfully  submit  to  the 
Rural  District  Council. 


BUSHELL  ANNINGSON. 


TABLE  A. 

Table  of  Deaths  during  the  year  1896  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  Chesterton;  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages  and  Localities. 


TABLE  B. 

Table  of  Papulation^  Births,  and  of  New  Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  the  year  1896 

in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  Chesterton;  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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Note. — The  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  came  into  operation  in  the  District  on  November  7th,  1889.  There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  use  of  the  sick. 


REPORT  OP  THE  INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES  FROM 


JANUARY  1,  1896,  TO  DECEMBER  31,  1896, 

Special  complaints  received  during  the  year  ...  ...  40 

Complaints  entered  in  the  journal  ...  ...  ...  409 

Overcrowded  houses  reported  to  the  Authority  ...  ...  4 

Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  4 

Houses  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Cottages  and  premises  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Houses,  cottages,  and  articles  therein  fumigated  after  infectious 

cases  of  fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Disinfectants  sent  out  to  infected  houses  and  unhealthy  premises  184 

House  waste-water  pipes  disconnected  from  storm  water  drains 

and  laid  into  settling  cesspools  ...  ...  ...  4 

House  drains  cleansed ; two  of  same  newly  trapped  ...  11 

New  made  parish  drains  with  glazed  pipes  ...  ...  0 

Slaughter-house  drains  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Privies  repaired  and  converted  into  dry  earth  closets  ...  10 

Newly  provided  dry  earth  closets  ...  ...  ...  2 

Kemoval  of  accumulations  of  dung,  stagnant  water,  animal  and 

other  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  282 

Swine  removal  case — being  improperly  kept  ...  ...  1 

Samples  of  water  analysed  for  the  District  Council ...  ...  21 

Six  of  the  same  wholesome. 

Two  not  of  high-class  purity. 

Thirteen  unfit  for  drinking  purposes. 

Water  certificates  granted  by  the  District  Council  as  a condition 

for  occupation  of  newly-erected  houses  ...  ...  6 

Three  are  supplied  by  pipes  from  the  Cambridge  Water  Co.’s  mains. 

Three  are  supplied  from  new  wells. 

Wholesome  water  supplies  provided  to  old  houses  where  the 
old  wells  are  polluted  with  sewage,  etc. — supplied 
from  the  Cambridge  Water  Co.’s  main  pipe  ...  3 

Legal  proceedings — Summonses...  ...  ...  ...  1 

W.  E.  MASTERS, 


In9pector  of  Nuisances. 
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